MOBILE MARKET HAS STRENGTHENED POSITIONS IN THIRD QUARTER OF 2009 (Press Release)

Within 9 months of 2009, the volume of sales on mobile market increased, compared to the same timeframe of 2008, by 3,24% and were estimated at 2 billion 202,77 mil. lei, as shown in the data available with the National Regulatory Agency for Electronic Communications and Information Technology (ANRCETI).  

The growth was mainly caused by the market evolution in second and third quarters of 2009, when the sales increased by 2,97% and 9,45% accordingly, over the corresponding timeframes of last year. The increase occurred after the sales decreased by 3,27% in the first quarter. 
The sales of the four mobile telephony service providers followed different tendencies.  In 9 months of only ORANGE Moldova had sales increase by 11,3%, over the similar timeframe of 2008.  The sales of MOLDCELL decreased by 10,9%, those of MOLDTELECOM – by 24,3% and EVENTIS Mobile – by 19,5%. In the third quarter though, two providers - ORANGE Moldova and MOLDCELL – increased their sales, over the same quarter of 2008, by 14,4% and 3,4%. MOLDTELECOM reduced sales by 26,7%, whereas EVENTIS Mobile – by 48,6%.  
As a result of these developments, the Average Monthly Revenue per User was 102,17 lei during January-September, which is 9,3% decrease to the one registered in the corresponding timeframe of 2008. The highest ARPU –108,12 lei – was estimated by ORANGE Moldova, the lowest - 59,1 lei – by EVENTIS Mobile. 
The data processed by the Agency show that although the tendency of sales was different in the firs three quarters of 2009, the number of mobile telephony users went on growing. Thus, in January – September 2009, their number was estimated at 2 mil. 714,5 thousand, a 18,2% increase, of which 62 thousand are users of 3G mobile broadband Internet. The penetration rate of mobile telephony services per 100 inhabitants reached 76,1%.

Within the same timeframe, mobile service providers had 41,7 thousand users connected to their networks. As per October 1, 2009, ORANGE Moldova had one million 788,5 thousand subscribers, MOLDCELL – 814 thousand, MOLDTELECOM – 98,6 thousand and EVENTIS Mobile – 13,4 thousand.   
Currently, three market players operate on this market: JSC ORANGE – Moldova, JSC MOLDCELL, JSC MOLDTELECOM under the brand UNITE and EVENTIS Mobile LLC. According to the situation in January-September 2009, ORANGE Moldova market share, in terms of turnover, is 73,24%, MOLDCELL – 23,41%, MOLDTELECOM – 3,13% and  EVENTIS Mobile –0,22%. 
Other details regarding the trends of the Internet access market are available on the Agency Internet page: www.anrceti.md, in the division „Statistical Data”. 
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